It's the premiums, stupid: projections of the uninsured through 2013.
Increases in the cost of health care from 1979 to 1999 accounted for the decline in health insurance coverage that occurred during that time period, as our earlier work demonstrated. Here we examine whether the model we presented adequately accounts for the observed changes in health insurance coverage from 1999 through 2002, and we show that the model accurately predicted the increase in uninsured people during that time period. Using the model and projections for national health spending, we project that the number of nonelderly uninsured Americans will grow from forty-five million in 2003 to fifty-six million by 2013.